
THE AMERICAN BULLDOG 
(Old Country Bulldog) 

 
UNIQUE ORIGIN:  The original American Bulldog was used in the bloody sport of bull 
and bear baiting.  They were also used by farmers and ranchers as guard dogs and for 
hunting bear, wild boar, raccoon, and squirrel.  They were trained to drive cattle and 
guard stock as well.  The American version of the Bulldog can run faster and has more 
agility than the English Bulldog due to their longer legs.  The American Bulldog is alive 
and well today because of the efforts of John D. Johnson of Summerville, Georgia.  
When he returned from World War II he noticed that the breed was almost extinct.  He 
then devoted his life to preserving the American Bulldog.  He is the sole reason they exist 
today.   
 
PERSONALITY:  The American Bulldog is known as brave, determined, and 
absolutely loyal to its owner.  There are many tales about their bravery and heroism.  
They do not wait for a command, but assess the situation themselves and react 
appropriately.  They are said to have “true grit, true devotion and true love.”  This breed 
genuinely loves children.  This dog needs to be around people and know their place in the 
“pack” to be truly happy. 
 
APPEARANCE:  The American Bulldog usually weighs between 60 to 120 pounds and 
stands approximately 20 to 28 inches tall.  They are a large dog with a very muscular 
build.  Their coat is smooth and short, and comes in all shades of brindle, and varying 
degrees of red, brown, white, fawn, tan, and piebald. 
 
INTERESTING FACTS:  The original Bulldog was brought to America in the early 
Colonial times.  He did not undergo the “improvements” of the English Bulldog, so today 
they still have the same look as they had in their “fighting” days in England.  They can 
leap eight feet in the air and turn on a dime.  The American Bulldog is an all-around dog, 
used for protection, hunting, and a wonderful companion. 
 
These are just a few interesting facts.  You can learn more about these amazing dogs by 
searching the internet or by getting a good book about American Bulldogs. 
 
We wish you many happy years with your beloved friend. 


