
THE BASSET HOUND 
 

UNIQUE ORIGIN:  The Basset Hound is an old breed and is descended from the St. 
Hubert Hound, the present-day Bloodhound.  In fact, Basset Hounds are scent hounds and 
their keen sense of smell is second only to the Bloodhound.  The Basset Hound originated 
from a mutation strain that produced a short-legged or dwarfed hound.  They probably 
were kept because of their hunting ability, as their short legs allowed them to plow easily 
through underbrush to be able to track rabbits and hare.  The name “Basset” comes from 
the French word “bas” meaning “low.” 
 
PERSONALITY:  Bassets are laid-back and are utterly devoted to their families, getting 
along with everyone, children and animals included.  They are sweet, gentle, peaceful 
and naturally well-behaved.  The only thing that really gets them excited is a good scent 
trail where they sometimes exhibit a deep musical bark.  Bassets are more active than 
they look and need daily exercise. 
 
APPEARANCE:  Basset Hounds usually weigh between 40 to 50 pounds and stand 
approximately 13 to 15 inches tall.  They have a long, low, wrinkly, droopy, yet regal 
body.  They have a medium-sized body with extremely short legs supporting a long, stout 
body.  Their hair coat is short and colored in combinations of black, white, and tan.   
 
INTERESTING FACTS:  Basset Hounds are probably best known as the Hush Puppy 
dog.  They are big dogs on short legs.  Their short-legged appearance is the result of a 
form of dwarfism called achondroplasia.  Despite their large size, they believe they’re a 
lap dog and will do their best to get in yours.   
 
These are just a few interesting facts.  You can learn more about these interesting dogs by 
searching the web or by getting a good book about Basset Hounds. 
 
We wish you many happy years with your beloved friend. 


