
THE CANE CORSO 
 

UNIQUE ORIGIN:  Cane Corsos are Mastiff-type dogs originating in Italy from the old 
Roman Molossian breed of dog.  These dogs were used in the ancient Roman arenas 
where they were pitted against lions and other wild beasts.  They were in great demand as 
war dogs and household guardians, as well as hunting large animals using their power, 
agility, courage, and tracking ability.  With the decline of big game in Italy, they became 
valuable to the Italian farmer by guarding their animals and also moving them to the 
market.  Since coming to America in the late 1980s, the Cane Corso is mainly a family 
and guard dog.   Their name is derived from the Latin “Cohors” which means “guardian” 
or “protector.” 
 
UNIQUE PERSONALITY:   Cane Corsos become quite attached to their family, 
especially to the children.  They are playful and protective, yet seem to be aware of the 
child’s helplessness and innocence.  However, as with all dogs, parents need to be 
vigilant to make sure both the child and dog learn how to interact with each other.  They 
love being included in family activities such as hiking, jogging, long walks, swimming, 
bike riding or playing fetch.  They are generally quiet dogs, usually only barking to alert 
to strange situations.  Cane Corsos should be socialized starting at a young age because 
they never back down from a fight.  They are instinctively a guard dog and tend to stay 
on guard.  They seem to instinctively know when to be protective and are able to judge 
character to discern friend from foe.  They make an excellent companion as they are 
smart, protective and loyal with an ease of adapting to new things. 
 
APPEARANCE:  Cane Corsos usually weigh between 88 to 110 pounds and stand 
approximately 23 to 27 inches tall.  They are a large dog with a powerful build.  They 
have a short, dense coat that usually comes in black or fawn. 
 
INTERESTING FACTS:   Cane Corsos can live as long as 10 years. Common health 
issues include hip dysplasia and eyelid problems like “cherry eye.” The Cane Corso is 
also prone to bloat. Feeding them smaller meals throughout the day will help control this. 
The Cane Corso is very easy to groom, needing only the occasional light brushing. 
 
These are just a few interesting facts.  You can learn more about this amazing dog by 
searching the internet or by getting a good book about Cane Corsos. 
 
We wish you many happy years with your beloved friend. 
 
 


