
THE NORWEGIAN ELKHOUND 
 

UNIQUE ORIGIN:  The Norwegian Elkhound can be traced back roughly a thousand 
years and originated from the beautiful country of Norway.  The Vikings used them to 
guard and hunt.  It’s possible that this breed may date back as far as 5000 BC, because 
archaeologists have found skeletons of dogs that greatly resembled the shape of the 
Norwegian Elkhound.  These dogs have probably been around since man hunted with 
slingshots and lived in caves.  They would track the quarry and alert the hunter by 
barking, holding the animal at bay until the hunter could get there.  They tended to hunt 
better at night than in the day, and could smell game a mile away.  This breed is also a 
highly prized sled dog.  The name “Elkhound means “moose dog.”   
 
PERSONALITY:  The Norwegian Elkhound is friendly, courageous, and a loyal 
companion who loves to be part of the family.  They are known as the extroverts of the 
canine world because they are such friendly people dogs.  They are good natured and 
loving, yet some have a stubborn streak.  They will need long walks, as they need lots of 
exercise and were bred to work.  Being very protective and possessive of their family and 
property, the Norwegian Elkhound makes a very good watchdog.    They are highly 
aware of their surroundings and will alert to anything out of the ordinary.  The 
Norwegian Elkhound does well with children, especially if raised at an early age with 
them.  It is important to be firm with this breed, showing good pack leadership or else 
they could walk all over you.  These dogs make wonderful family pets, as they are 
extroverted clowns and like to be where the action is.  They are extremely versatile and 
devoted to their family. 
 
APPEARANCE:  The Norwegian Elkhound usually weighs up to 55 pounds and stands 
approximately 20 inches tall.  They are a medium-sized dog with a compact, muscular 
build.    Their coat is short, thick and coarse and comes in shades of gray. 
 
INTERESTING FACTS:  The Norwegian Defense Minister has the power to mobilize 
all privately owned elkhounds in Norway for sledding hitches to carry military supplies 
over the snow in case of war. 
 
These are just a few interesting facts.  You can learn more about these wonderful dogs by 
search the internet or by getting a good book about the Norwegian Elkhound. 
 
We wish you many happy years with your beloved friend. 
 
 


